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N EXUBERANT
cottage style
garden was the
dream that
Martin and Janet
Blow wanted to turn into reality
when they moved to the sleepy
little Cheshire village of
Hankelow, some 13 years ago.
Planting swathes of vibrant
perennials en masse, they
created a haven for goldfinches
and other wildlife that now call
it home. Their passion for
perennials and a tendency to
collect plants has also led them
down an unexpected path to
becoming holders of the
National Plant Collection of
Helenium.

Perennial Love

Today their third of an acre
garden is full to bursting with
more than 100 different
cultivars, filling the space in late
summer with the warm red and
orange hues of their cone-
shaped flowerheads.

Initially, the couple simply
wanted a larger garden and it
was the promise of more land
that attracted them to Yew Tree
House, a new build property.
“Unfortunately the garden was
full of builders’ rubbish,
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disguised by a thin layer of
topsoil,” Martin explains. But
they worked hard to clear the
plot, creating borders at the
front and a vegetable garden at
the back. “We had a lovely
strawberry patch”, recalls Janet,
“and plenty of veggies after the
second year or so”.

However, as the garden grew
so did the couple’s desire to
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and more

experiment with perennial
planting. The strawberries were
sacrificed to large clumps of
colourful echinacea and
helianthus. Propagating and
selling plants to passers by at
the gate quickly became a
successful mail order business.
“The perennials seemed to take
over, recalls Martin. “It was an
all-consuming hobby.”

In particular it was the
helenium that became a firm
favourite. “We just seemed to
collect more and more

TR

1

by et otk

MBER 2013 AMATEUR GARDENING 45

3






